
Sunday 19th December 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Christmas services & Church diary 

3. Our Church Cross 

4. Christmas greetings  

5. Thank you from Val 

6. Travelling Crib update & photo 

7. Urgent appeal from Phase 

8. Church Christmas cards – 2 options! 

9. Foodbank collection in December 

10. Christmas collection for homeless shelter 

11. Christmas Tree Festival at Holy Saviour Church - photo 

12. Christmas musings by Clare  

13. The Frost Fairy – part 3 by Joy 

 

NB: There will be no notices on Sunday 26th December or 2nd January 

 

Readings for 19th December 

Micah chapter 5 verses 2 – 5a 

Luke chapter 1 verses 39-45 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin -  We pray 

today for all the various services in celebration of Our 

Lord’s coming that will be held throughout Hitchin and 

around.  In particular we pray for the Wymondley Village 

Nativity Procession taking place tomorrow. 

Also our prayers are requested for Turaan Baptist Church 

in Israel who are twinned with Walsworth Road Baptist Church . May the congregation 

there be able to share their faith & find peace this Christmas season.   

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-  we pray for all residents at Westmill Lawns during this 

Christmas season, especially as they prepare for their move to the newly built 

accommodation in the spring. We also pray this week for people with visual, hearing and 

speech impairment. 

This week please pray for the residents of Bearton Green, Bearton Road, Bearton Court, & 

Bearton Close. 

 

 
 



CHRISTMAS SERVICES & CHURCH DIARY 

Links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning. There will be a further 

email with links for Christmas services sent on Thursday 23rd December. 

 

Saturday 18th December 4-6pm – Family Christmas Celebration Festive fun, food, carols 

and crafts for all the family!  

 

Sunday 19th December – 8am Communion in church and livestreamed. 

10am Nativity & Family Communion in church. Our children and 

young people will be telling the Christmas story – come dressed up 

as any character from the Nativity story. 

6.30pm – Carol Service (Lessons & Carols) – in church and 

livestreamed. A traditional service of carols and readings, with 

singing led by the choir. 

 

Monday 20th December – Reading & reflection with Andrew on Youtube. 

 

Tues 21st December - 7pm Blue Christmas service – in church and livestreamed. 

Christmas time isn’t always easy. This is a quiet, gentle service for anyone 

who needs that this year. You might be grieving, feeling lonely, or just 

plain tired. Whoever you are and however you feel, you’re welcome. 

 

Wednesday 22nd December – 9.15am Morning Prayer 

 

Friday 24th December - St Mark’s Crib Services:  2pm and 4pm  

Join us for a fun re-telling of the Christmas story and some favourite carols. 

At 2pm the service will be quieter, and at 4pm we’ll have our band making 

a joyful noise! All ages very welcome. 

 

Friday 24th December - Midnight Mass:  11.30pm – in church and 

livestreamed. 

A traditional midnight service of Holy Communion to usher in Christmas Day. 

 

Saturday 25th December - All-Age Christmas Day Service: 10am – in church 

and livestreamed. 

A short, joyful Christmas celebration for all ages. 

 

Sunday 26th December - 10am Parish Holy Communion in church and livestreamed. 

 

Monday 27th December Reading & reflection with John on Youtube 

 

Wednesday 29th December – 9.15am Morning Prayer 

 



Sunday 2nd January – 8am Holy Communion in church.  10am Holy Communion in church 

and livestreamed. 

 

All services which are livestreamed will also be uploaded to Youtube for watching at a 

later date, available on the St Mark’s Youtube channel – details will be sent out with the 

links. 

 

There are no hall bookings between Christmas and New Year. 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Tricia on 

Sunday 12th December.  

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

OUR CHURCH CROSS - We're having to temporarily 

take down the cross due to the discovery that a 

significant amount of wood at the base has become 

rotten. It was felt that it posed a serious health and 

safety risk. Our hope and plan is for the bottom to 

be resectioned, a new piece of wood spliced into the 

base (to make sure the cross retains its proportions), 

and for the cross to be re-erected as soon as possible 

(with the reason for the rot addressed so that it 

doesn't happen again). If anyone wishes to make a 

donation towards the repair of the cross, it would be 

very welcome – please contact Louise via 

admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS Peter and Lesley wish everyone at St. Mark’s a happy and blessed 

Christmas and good health in 2022.  We shall not be sending individual cards this year, but 

instead will make a donation to Church funds. 

With much love, Peter and Lesley xx 

 

THANK YOU - I would like to thank all who help with coffee on Sunday and any events 

that have taken place this year. I wish you all a very happy Christmas. Val  

  

 

 

URGENT APPEAL FROM PHASE - We have a matched funding campaign by some 

wonderfully generous people who will double any donation in December up to £2,500! So 

mailto:admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk


£10 becomes £20, £20 becomes £40 and so on! You can donate online: 

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/phasehitchin  

Or you can drop cash or cheque to the office or give us a call (01462 422940) and we can 

sort it from there'. 

 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARDS – we will have our usual boxes for cards this year at the back of 

church – please put your cards in alphabetically by name. One of the wardens will put them 

out for collection on Sunday 19th December. 

OR 

As Christmas cards are costly and it's impossible to give one to 

everyone in the congregation! - some people are giving to charity 

instead. Some are doing both. However, if you would like to write 

one card and give it to me, together with the name of a charity 

you are supporting, I will list these on one of our display boards 

together with your card. I don't need to know the amount you are 

donating. We have done this in the past and it's been heartening to see how much 

generosity and love goes out from St Mark's at what can be a difficult time for some. Helen 

Richardson 

 

ST MARK’S FOODBANK COLLECTION IN DECEMBER – our December collection will be this 

Sunday 19th December. The Foodbank have particularly need for longlife UHT milk (not 

skimmed); longlife fruit juice; jam/marmalade; dried potatoes; dried milk; sponge 

puddings. PLEASE NO PASTA – they have a surfeit! 

 

Any Christmas items will be added to the collection for the Homeless Shelter – see message 

below from Helen Richardson. 

CHRISTMAS DONATION TO HOMELESS SHELTER It's been a long tradition at St Mark's to 

donate food at Christmas to our local homeless organisation. This year is no different. The 

shelter on the corner of Grove Rd would welcome our gifts. Special request for long life milk 

and Christmas biscuits, mince pies, etc. Instead of taking 

your gifts into church they can go into my car. I will be in the 

car park after the Christmas day service till 12 noon. Thank 

you. Helen Richardson 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL at Holy Saviour Church last 

weekend. 

 

Here’s a picture of the St Mark’s tree, called ‘A Partridge in a 

Pear Tree’ and beautifully decorated by Joy and Jan – many 

thanks to them both.  The tree is now in church, next to the 

font. 

 

 

 

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/phasehitchin


CHRISTMAS MUSINGS  – HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED… 

In the frantic build up to Christmas have you ever given thought to two characters in the 

events that may get overlooked.  To me there are two very important members of this 

wonderful story who may be forgotten with everyone else concerned. 

They are the innkeeper and the donkey. 

I often think what did the innkeeper make of everything.  First of all, like all the hoteliers 

and businesses who refused to have Mary and Joseph he originally said No.  Then changed 

his mind and suggested the place where he kept his animals.  Did he have a guilty 

conscience? Or did he actually feel quite humble?  Food for thought eh? 

Then there’s the donkey, what went through his head with everything going on.  The 

immense responsibility he had.  Not just the weight of carrying Mary carefully, steadily.  

Making sure of all this was going to be his main job.  In some ways he must have felt very 

proud at the role he had in the unfolding of the nativity that would have such a profound 

effect on the world then and 2,000 years later.  Just a few thoughts mulling around in my 

head.  What do you think?   Clare  

 

 

We have the final part of Joy’s Christmas poem this week… 

The Frost Fairy – by Joy  

 

Sure enough though slowly, 

Her wings began to shake, 

Then they beat more firmly, 

And a take- off she did make. 

“Oh thank –you both for helping me, 

To once more fly again, 

I must go now before it’s light, 

And re-join my fairy train”. 

Her bright pink light all mended, 

With wings as good as new, 

She circled round the children’s heads, 

Then through the window flew. 

Sleepily back within their beds, 

In dreamland then till dawn, 

Then waking all of a sudden, 

At the break of Christmas morn. 

Wide eyed and all excited, 

The children woke upon that day, 

Yes, there upon the bedroom floor, 

Their gifts from Santa lay. 

As the winter sun shone through the haze, 

They remembered that past night, 

They both rushed to the window , 

Where they saw a gorgeous sight. 



Looking out of the still frosted pane, 

To their garden down below, 

They saw growing through the whiteness, 

Snowdrops spelling “thank-you “in the snow. 

So if you can keep a fairy’s secret, 

And no one ever tell, 

Then blooms of magic “thank-yous “ 

Will make a special spell. 

 

Love Joy xx 

, 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 


