
Sunday 5th December 2021 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Lots in the notices this week – keep reading! 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary & hall diary 

3. Christmas services 

4. Nativity service 19th December 

5. Message about coronavirus 

6. Travelling Crib 

7. Welcomers & readers wanted  

8. Church Christmas cards 

9. Foodbank collection in December 

10. CTH meeting Tuesday 7th December 

11. Hitchin Theological Society – Sunday 12th December 

12. Reverse Advent Calendar 

13. Living in Love & Faith – 12th December 

14. Mission giving – The Living Room 

15. Hitchin Christmas Hamper appeal 

16. The Frost Fairy – part 1 by Joy 

 

Readings for 5th December 

Malachi chapter 3 verses 1-4 

Luke chapter 3 verses 1-6 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin - We pray for the Churches Together in 

Hitchin Council, including the Annual General Meeting, taking place this coming Tuesday. 

We give thanks for the work of Churches Together in Hitchin  over the past year and 

commend to God those who are appointed to take this forward in 2022.    

PHASE ask that we pray for their staff team, particularly that they should be protected from 

Covid despite being back in schools. Also that they are able to meet the increase in demand 

for their support that has become apparent.    

Holy Saviour Church asks that you pray for the Hitchin Christmas Tree Festival as they hope 

to bring it back into a more physical form over next weekend. This will be the 25th year, and 

we pray with them that new volunteers will come forward to help so that the festival may 

continue in future years.  

 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:- we pray for the Messy St Mark’s 

team, preparing to send out a Christmas online package before 

the end of term. We also pray for Little Lions, Group with No 

Name, and uniformed groups.  This week please pray for those 

living with HIV, AIDS, hepatitis and coronavirus.  

This week please pray for the residents of Mulberry Way, Beechwood Close, Bedford Road 

 



A reminder that if you would like the church to pray for a particular person or people, you 

are very welcome to write their names in the Intercessions book on the Prayer table at the 

top of the steps, or write a prayer for the Prayer Tree. 

 

CHURCH DIARY - links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning.  

 

Friday 3rd December – 9.30-11am Little Lions 

Saturday 4th December - 2 – 4.30pm Wreath making workshop  

Sunday 5th December – 8am Communion in church. 10am Communion in church, 

livestreamed on Youtube.   

A Traidcraft Stall will be at the back of church after the service. 

Coffee after the service – please bring your own cups! 

Monday 6th December – Reading & reflection with John on Youtube. 

Wednesday 8th December – 9.15am Morning Prayer in church 

Sunday 12th December – 8am Communion in church. 10am Communion in church, 

livestreamed on Youtube. 

HALL DIARY – these are the non-church groups hiring the hall. 

Sunday 5th – Baptism in church & hall 1-4pm 

Monday 6th – Signing Groups 9am-2pm 

Tuesday 7th –Jo Jingles 9.30am-12.30pm; Rainbows 5-6pm; Antenatal Yoga 7-9pm 

Wednesday 8th – Home Education Hub 11am – 4.15pm; Yoga 5.15-7pm 

Thursday 9th – Childminders Support group 9.30-11.30am; Dorothy Wells Violin Group 4-

5.30pm 

Sunday 12th – All Girls choir Concert 5-9pm 

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Andrew 

Parr on Advent Sunday. 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

 
Family Christmas Celebration:  Sat 18th Dec, 4-6pm 

Festive fun, food, carols and crafts for all the family! We’ll start with some carols in the 

carpark at 4pm (inside if wet!), then do Christmassy crafts and eat, before finishing with a 

few more carols…join us for some or all of it. 

Free event (but donations for food welcomed!) 

Nativity Service: Sunday 19th Dec, 10am 

Our young people will be telling the Christmas story, and everyone can get involved in the 

fun (or watch it from a safe distance!). 

Carol Service (Lessons and Carols):  Sun 19th Dec, 6.30pm 

A traditional service of carols and Christmas readings. A choir will be leading our singing. 



Come along and feel that warm Christmas glow. 

Blue Christmas:  Tues 21st December, 7pm 

Christmas time isn’t always easy. This is a quiet, gentle service for anyone who needs that 

this year. You might be grieving, feeling lonely, or just plain tired. Whoever you are and 

however you feel, you’re welcome. 

St Mark’s Crib Services:  Fri 24th Dec, 2pm (quiet) and 4pm (noisy) 

Our crib service is back! Join us for a fun re-telling of the Christmas story and some favourite 

carols. At 2pm the service will be quieter, and at 4pm we’ll have our band making a joyful 

noise! All ages very welcome. 

Midnight Mass:  Fri 24th Dec, 11.30pm 

A traditional midnight service of Holy Communion to usher in Christmas Day. 

All-Age Christmas Day Service - Sat 25th Dec, 10am 

A short, joyful Christmas celebration for all ages. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

CALLING PATHFINDERS & ST MARK’S FAMILIES 

NATIVITY Sunday 19TH December - This 

year's nativity will be in the 10am service on 

19th December. We will be rehearsing with the 

Pathfinders on 5th and 12th during the 10am 

service, and then at 9am on 19th.  On 19th all the 

children can come dressed as any nativity 

character they like and will be able to join in 

during the service.  Thanks from Pippa and 

Rachel.  

The Nativity will be part of our church Family Communion at 10am on 19th December.  There 

will be an 8am Communion Service for those who wish to have a quieter service, but we 

would encourage you to join us for this whole church family event at 10am. 

 

MESSAGE FROM NICK & THE STANDING COMMITTEE…  

We've all heard about the new 'omicron' variant of coronavirus this week and in response 

(because scientists don't yet know exactly what the effects of it will be) we are requesting 

that, until more is known about omicron, everyone attending church services wear a face 

covering throughout the service, unless they are exempt. 

We will continue to sing (behind our masks!), and are planning to continue to serve tea and 

coffee after the service, as long as our serving team are happy to do so. There are a small 

number of masks at the back of church but please bring your own mask and, if you intend to 

stay for coffee, bring your own mug to minimise risk to our coffee servers. 

The standing committee felt that this would be a proportional response at the present time. 

We would remind people to be particularly careful when in the hall having coffee, and 

obviously no-one is obliged to stay – opting out of post-service fellowship is a legitimate and 

understandable choice at this time!  People are also welcome to move back into the church 

with their drinks, where there is more space. 



We will continue to monitor the situation in the coming weeks, and will update you on any 

changes. If it turns out that omicron poses no substantial extra risk, we'll likely go back to 

welcoming but not requesting masks be worn." 

 

ST MARK'S TRAVELLING CRIB with Mary, Joseph and a donkey have begun their journey 

around St Mark’s families. They ‘sleep’ overnight before travelling to the next family.  If 

you’d like to take part this year and haven’t yet signed up there are still some spaces so get 

in touch with Helen Richardson as soon as possible on helenwrich@btinternet.com or text 

07880 682681. 

 

WELCOMERS & READERS WANTED for our Christmas 

services. If you’re able to help at any of our services 

please get in touch with Maggie. 

 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARDS – we will have our usual boxes for cards this year at the back of 

church – please put your cards in alphabetically by name. One of the wardens will put them 

out for collection on Sunday 19th December. 

 

ST MARK’S FOODBANK COLLECTION IN DECEMBER – as the fourth Sunday (our usual 

Foodbank collection day) falls on Boxing Day this year, and as the Foodbank is asking for 

some Christmas goodies, our collection will be on 19 December. The donations box will be 

available in church for the next three Sundays for any donations people would like to make 

either to the request for normal most-needed items or to the Christmas list. Anything you 

feel able to give will be greatly appreciated.  

Most-needed items: longlife UHT milk (not skimmed); longlife fruit juice; jam/marmalade; 

dried potatoes; dried milk; sponge puddings. 

Christmas items: tinned ham; Christmas cake; Christmas pudding; box of biscuits; box of 

chocolates; large chocolate bar (150/200g); snacks and nibbles; savoury biscuits; jar of 

pickles/cranberry sauce; Christmas crackers 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HITCHIN (CTH) MEETING is this coming 

Tuesday, 7th December, 7.30 to 9.00 pm at Tilehouse Street 

Baptist Church. It will include the Annual General Meeting, with 

reports and appointments, then a session on Emerging from the 

pandemic (if indeed we are.....?) - recovery and renewal. Members 

of four churches will share the experience of their congregations over the last 20 plus 

months, describing both the problems and the new opportunities for worship and witness. 

We hope this will lead to a wider conversation as we look to the future with realism and 

hope. Members of all churches are welcome. Further information from John Richardson on 

07505 426876. 

  

HITCHIN THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY The third meeting of the Society is on Sunday 12th 

December, 6.30 to 7.30 pm in St Mary's Church. Bearing in mind that we are approaching 

the Christmas season, the theme is The stars in the bright sky and we will be tackling issues 
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related to science and faith. Andrew Jackson, a science teacher, will look at how theology 

and cosmology have interacted in the past, and the lessons this holds for us in the present, 

and Paul Meacham, an engineer who works on the ExoMars Rover (he will explain!) will ask 

the question: What does life elsewhere in the Universe mean for Christianity? All are 

welcome - we have had good and growing numbers at our first two meetings, and we look 

forward to more at the next. Details from Charmaine Sabey-Corkindale on 01462 434497. 

  

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR … Our Lady’s Church is coordinating a reverse Advent 

Calendar with donations going to Hitchin Pantry. The scheme invites those who can to 

donate one item of non-perishable food or toiletries each day during Advent, and take their 

collected donations to the Scout Hut at Our Lady’s on a Friday between 12-5 or a Saturday 

between 12-4:30pm. Boxes should be marked “Hitchin Pantry” and the contents will be 

used to make parcels for local people in need. Any queries, please email 

hitchin@yourlocalpantry.co.uk      Click on this link to find out more 

 

INTRODUCTION TO LIVING IN LOVE AND FAITH  

12th December after the 10am service at St Mark’s 

As a church family we live in and amongst relationships that are 

as diverse in their nature as we are. The Church of England is 

encouraging all churches to hear and be inspired by stories 

from people whose experience might be different to our own, 

and to gain a better understanding of challenges and joys that we might not have met 

before. This is the ‘Living in Love & Faith program. We will explore in a safe setting what it 

means to be human and think about how we can broaden our understanding of different 

approaches to sexuality and Christian living. 

At the end of the program, we’ll feed our thoughts and experiences back to the national 

church; the Archbishops hope this will then inform national discussions and decisions going 

forward. 

We would very much like you to join us after our 10am service on 12th December to learn 

more about how this program of learning will work, when it will happen, and how you can 

help and take part. Do please bring your coffee/tea and a biscuit back into the main body of 

the church building after the service and listen to Nick, Tricia and Julian explain what it’s all 

about. 

 

ST MARK'S MISSION GIVING - THE LIVING ROOM 

As part of its mission, St Mark's aims to give 10% of its income to support organisations that 

carry out Christian work locally, nationally and internationally. Each month, this newsletter 

will include some information about one of these organisations and this time it is The Living 

Room, which this year receives £200. 

 

For the past 20 years The Living Room has worked across North Hertfordshire to help people 

recover from addiction. This can take many forms - drugs, alcohol, gambling, gaming, eating 

disorders, shopping, in effect anything that creates an excessive dependence and makes 

`normal' life impossible. The charity arranges group sessions where people with a particular 
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addiction can meet together, and it has a number of trained counsellors, often recovering 

addicts themselves. who will meet addicts on a one-to-one basis. It also helps the families 

and carers of addicts to deal with the pressures they themselves face and to support 

recovery in those they care for. This is challenging work, often unsung, but over the years it 

has been a lifeline, giving new hope to many in deep need. For more information, go to its 

website - www.livingroomherts.org 

 

HITCHIN CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL supports local individuals and families at Christmas 

with a festive food parcel. Last year due to Covid we changed the way we operated and 

provided 158 Vouchers to families for them to buy food for the festive period instead of a 

physical hamper. This was a huge success and the feedback from families was 

overwhelmingly positive. So this year we are asking you to help us raise funds so we can 

give our families supermarket vouchers plus our popular gift bags for the children with toys 

and extra treats for that personal touch. If you can donate to the Christmas Hamper Appeal 

fund then please go to the JustGiving Page https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/CCHT  

We are also giving toys to the families who are referred to us. If anyone would like to help 

pack the toys up, we are doing this from 10-1 on Saturday 18th December at Zeo. Then, if 

anyone would like to help deliver the toys, we need drivers who can pick up 5 gifts between 

1 and 2 from Zeo on the same day, 18th December, and deliver them at any time in the 

week before Christmas.  

In both cases, could offers of help be sent to phil.jackson@zeochurch.com 

 

 

We have a special seasonal treat from Joy who has sent a poem to be published in the 

notices over the next 3 Sundays of December – part 1 this week. 

 

The Frost Fairy – by Joy  

The windowpane was frosted, 

Thick fern leaf patterns all around 

The earth was white and sparkling 

On snow covered moon-lit ground. 

Tucked up safely, warm and still, 

The children in their cots, 

In excitement sleeping lightly, 

On each bed their Christmas socks. 

Then there came a faint light tapping, 

A tiny cry of “please help me”, 

The brother blinked a sleepy eye, 

And thought “who can that be? “ 

He looked across to his sister, 

Who was now also wide awake, 

He said “Did you hear that voice ? 

Or was it my mistake? “ 

In the silver light they lay there, 
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Then yes there it was again, 

“oh, quick someone please help me, 

I am outside your window pane “ 

The children got up straight away, 

Moving quickly to the window, 

Shining moon beams gave them light, 

Reflected softly in the snow. 

They peered beyond the frosted glass, 

And saw a little pink light, 

That flickered fast, then faintly, 

Seemed to dim before their sight. 

“Oh look “cried both together, 

“It’s a fairy, can you see, 

Her little wings are frozen, 

And how cold she seems to be “ 

 

To be continued… 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 


