
Sunday 1st May 2022 

   Third Sunday of Easter 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary & communion update 

3. Thank you & goodbye from Emma & Alex 

4. Planning ahead 

5. Foodbank collection – this Sunday 

6. Peace Garden Sundial dedication Sat 30th April 

7. Friday Friendship Group – 6th May 

8. Safeguarding 

9. Hitchin Theological Society – 8th May 

10. Beyond Coincidence – God & Science starting 11th May 

11. CTH Council meeting 11th May 

12. Church Spring Clean Sat 14th May 

13. Platinum Jubilee Party 5th June 

14. Electoral Roll revision 

15. The Broken Frog by Joy 

Readings for 1st May 

Zephaniah chapter 3 verses 14 – end 

Acts chapter 9 verses 1-6 

John chapter 21 verses 1 - 19 

 

PRAYERS:- From Churches Together in Hitchin - We pray that the Peace 

Garden at Friends' Meeting House with its various features including most 

recently a sundial given by Churches Together in Hitchin, may be a haven of 

quietness at the centre of our town and an inspiration to all who seek to 

promote peace in our world. 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. We pray this week for Holy Saviour church leaders and congregation.  We 

also pray for people with dementia, local residential and nursing homes.  

 This week please pray for the residents of North Place and South Place. 

  

CHURCH DIARY 

We have now reintroduced the common cup during communion but do want to emphasise that no-one 

should feel under pressure to partake of the wine.  If only one element (bread or wine) is taken, it is still 

regarded as a full communion, and it is the communicant’s personal preference as to whether they receive 

the wine. If you do not wish to receive the wine, simply indicate that with a shake of the head and then 

leave the altar rail when you can do so without disturbing the person on either side of you. 

Please also note that there should be no intincting (dipping the bread/wafer into the wine) as this is against 

the guidance from the Bishop due to hygiene/allergy concerns. 

 

Friday 29th April – 12.30pm Church Lunch – please contact Joy via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk or sign 

up at church. 

Saturday 30th April – 11.00am – Dedication of Quaker Peace Garden (see below) 

Sunday 1st May – 8am Communion service in church led by Rev’d Austin Smith   

10am Family Communion with Baptism led by Rev’d Kate Peacock and Marie. We are delighted that Aidan  

is being baptised during the service on 1st May and will be pleased to welcome his family and friends.  The 

children will be staying in church during the service.     Refreshments will be served after the service. 

4pm – Travellers group in the hall. 
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Wednesday 4th May – 9.15am Morning Prayer service in church. 7.15pm Choir Practice. 

Thursday 5th May – 6.30pm GWNN 

Friday 6th May – 9.30-11.00am Little Lions. 

2.00-4.30pm Friday Friendship group. 

Sunday 8th May – 8am Simple Communion in church.  10am Communion in church and livestreamed on 

Youtube.  4pm – Travellers group in hall. 

HALL DIARY – these are the non-church groups hiring the hall this week. 

Monday 2nd – Bank Holiday. 

Tuesday 3rd - Jo Jingles 9.30am-12.30pm; Rainbows 5-6pm; Antenatal Yoga 7-9pm  

Wednesday 4th - Home Education Hub 11am-4.15pm; Yoga 5.15-7pm 

Thursday 5th - Childminders Group 9.30-11.30am; Dorothy Wells Violin Group 4-5.30pm. 

We are very grateful for the regular financial support which St Mark’s receives from its members, but if 

anyone would like to make an additional donation at any time they can easily do this via the orange Donate 

button on our website www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

THANK YOU & GOODBYE A big thank you to all of the St Mark's Church Family for making Alex and I feel so 

welcome over the past 4 years. The time has flown by! With my husband, Chris, we're moving to Norfolk to 

be closer to family (and the beach!). I felt so welcome at St Mark's from the moment I set foot in the door. 

I was intending to try a few churches but knew instantly this was the family for me! Through lockdowns, 

particularly with a newborn baby Alex, your friendship and fellowship meant more than you could know. I 

wish you all the best and I do hope the opportunity to visit comes soon. If you're ever near Wymondham, 

Norfolk (pronounced Wynd-um) do say hello! I would be very grateful of your prayers as we make the 

transition and will keep you all in my prayers also. All our love, Emma and Alex x  

 

PLANNING AHEAD - Like all families, St Mark’s works best when as many of its members as possible lend a 

hand. It will soon be time to prepare the June to September batch of rotas for 

all the roles which keep St Mark’s running smoothly. With more people back at 

church now, we could really do with more helpers on these rotas. Being on a 

rota is a good way to be involved in the life of St Mark’s and to get to know 

people better. There is a wide variety of roles on offer – welcoming, serving 

refreshments, being a Server or Eucharistic Assistant, leading intercessions, 

cleaning, to name but a few. 

We would also like to set up a new rota quite urgently for operating the sound desk or the camera for live-

streaming. Training would be given for both.  

If you are interested to know what goes on behind the scenes (and sometimes in front of the scenes!) at 

church, to see whether there is anything which you would like to become involved with, please contact at 

admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk   

We do not currently have a taxi rota, but a few less mobile members of the church have individual 

arrangements for being picked up. If you would be willing to be on a reserve list for this please let Maggie 

know – you would only be needed occasionally if one of the regular drivers is unable to make a week, but it 

would be very helpful to have a couple of people in reserve. 

If you are on a rota already and know that you have holidays booked during the summer period, you can 

let Maggie know and she will make sure that you’re not put on the rota for those dates. 
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FOODBANK COLLECTION: we normally collect donations for the foodbank on the last 

Sunday of the month but, having missed last Sunday, are collecting this coming 

Sunday 1st May. Thank you to those who remembered last week and brought your 

contributions; they will be delivered with the others on 3 May.  

The most urgently needed items are: tins of potatoes/rice pudding/custard; longlife 

juice; sponge puddings; cereal bars (packs of 5); dried milk.  

Thank you for your continued support for this initiative which, sadly, is needed more than ever right now.  

 

FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE - PEACE GARDEN - Over recent years, Hitchin Quakers have been establishing a 

Peace Garden around their Meeting House in Brand Street. Churches Together in Hitchin has contributed a 

sundial with the words `Blessed are the peace-makers', inscribed by Michael Walters of St Mark's, and this 

will be dedicated in a simple ceremony at 11.00 am on Saturday 30th April. There will be some words 

about Quaker peace witness, and Father Tom of Our Lady's, the Chair of Churches Together, will offer a 

blessing. All are welcome to attend, to see the other features of the garden, and to join in a cuppa and chat 

afterwards. More details from John Richardson on 07505 426876  

 

FRIDAY FRIENDSHIP GROUP will be celebrating a belated 50th anniversary on 6th May 

All members are welcome to join in games and tea and cake in the church hall at 2pm. 

Contact Val via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk for further information.          

 

SAFEGUARDING – we take safeguarding at St Mark’s very seriously.  If you have any 

concerns, please contact our safeguarding officer, Pauline via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

The next in the series of monthly Theological Society meetings is on Sunday 8th May, 6.30 to 7.30pm in St 

Mary's. The theme this time is `Doubt'. Chris Bunce, Kate Middleton and Sherilyn Graham will speak and 

there will as usual be opportunity for comments and questions from the audience, which incidentally 

continues to grow! All are invited. Further details from Charmaine Sabey-Corkindale - 01462 435497 

 

BEYOND COINCIDENCE - Following his talk at last year's Hitchin Theological Study, Paul Meacham is 

running a 6 week course which explores the relationship between God and science. The course will look at 

the various ways that God and science interact, and discover how these two entities are not the polar 

opposites they might appear to be! Each week there'll be a 20-30 minute presentation giving the Christian 

perspective and then have plenty of time to discuss that week's thought-provoking questions. If you have 

interest in God, science or both, you won't want to miss it! Dates: 11th May, 18th May, 25th May, 8th 

June, 15th June and 22nd June at Zeo Centre at 7:30pm. To register your free place go 

to https://zeo.churchsuite.com/groups/h0mkvuvl 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HITCHIN COUNCIL 

The next meeting of the Council is on Wednesday the 11th, 7.30 pm at Our Lady's. There will be one or two 

items of report but the main part of the evening will be an exploration of the theme `Journeying Together'. 

Friends at Our Lady's have been encouraged by Pope Francis to reflect on this subject in what is formally 

called a `Synodal Pathway' and Father Tom and others at the church want to share this with members of 

other churches. The meeting is open to all - do come and encourage others to come with you. Further 

information from John Richardson 07505 426876.  

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY – Church Spring Clean Saturday 14th May, 9am – 1pm. Do please come and join 

us, even if it’s just for an hour.  Many hands make light work!  Coffee & cake supplied… 
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QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE PARTY Sunday 5th June at Joy’s house, 231 Bedford Road.  The fun starts at 

2pm.  BBQ and Buffet, tea and coffee. £5 for adults £2.50 for 

children. 

If you’re interested please sign the sheet at the back of church or 

contact Joy via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

REVISION OF ST MARK’S ELECTORAL ROLL 2022 

Our Electoral Roll (a kind of church membership list) is being revised 

between 24th April and 9th May. Anyone can be on the Roll who is 

over 16 years old, and baptised, and either lives in the parish or has worshipped at the church (or with the 

church online) regularly for at least six months.  If you’re not on the Roll and would like to be, or if any of 

your details have changed (name or address) since last year please let Maggie know on admin@stmarks-

hitchin.org.uk  

A copy of the names of those currently on the Roll can be found on the noticeboard at the back of church, 

for you to check if you’re on it. 

 

THE BROKEN FROG 

Hi everyone, further thoughts from Ninesprings Way. My Dad loved Frogs real ones 

and assorted garden ornaments several of which I, with great delight adopted from 

Mum and Dad’s lovely garden. My favourite is a lovely matt green frog who sits on 

the side of the pond with his feet dangling in the stream and his little arms resting 

by his side. There is another one which has been repainted in a very dodgy green 

and has cross eyes which is not so appealing and consequently hidden deep in the 

undergrowth at the far end of the estate in the shrubbery. Well back to the main 

issues, The Husband, accidentally knocked favourite frog off his perch and broke 

him in several places last weekend. Missing leg, arm and most of face aggghhhh!!!!!  I have made a repair 

with vast amounts of Bostick and modelling clay, just need to get some paint to complete the job. I must 

admit to being very upset to see Dad’s frog in pieces. I immediately put a repair plan into action, seem to 

have done ok. Then don’t you just get brought down to earth with a huge reality check - in the great 

scheme of things how much of Ukraine could be rebuilt with Bostick and Modelling clay? None!!!!! If it was 

possible it would be wonderful. But until hopefully sometime soon we can see our prayers and theirs 

answered. Meanwhile the Frog is going to be painted yellow and blue, sort of mottled to show his support. 

Well done Frog  XXXXXs 

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 
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