
Sunday 15th May 2022 

   Fifth Sunday of Easter 

1. Readings & prayers  

2. Church diary 

3. Jeni McQuaid’s sermon 

4. Lent Appeal result 

5. Church Spring Clean - 14th May 

6. Hitchin Eco Day 14th May 

7. Christian Aid Week 

8. Joint Parish Service at St Mary’s – 5th June 

9. St Mark’s Jubilee Party – 5th June 

10. Messy St Mark’s restarting 

11. Cake Stall – 18th June 

12. Annual Parochial Church Meeting 25th May 

13. Lovely Nanna Moments by Joy 

 

Readings for 15th May 

Acts chapter 11 verses 1 - 18 

John chapter 13 verses 31-35 

 

Prayers - From Churches Together in Hitchin:- We pray that the various activities linked 

with Christian Aid Week may prompt a greater awareness of 

the needs of the poorest in the world and a new desire to 

promote justice and development in any way we can. 

After a torrid time health-wise during the Covid pandemic Alex 

and Chloe are getting married next Saturday at Tilehouse 

Street Baptist Church.  We join in that church’s prayers of 

blessing for Alex and Chloe at this time of hope for the future. 

We join with the congregation of Wymondley Baptist Church in prayers of thanks and 

praise for the many people who attended their services and events during March and 

April.  Various open events before and during the Easter period have brought hope that they 

can both reach out into the community with the love of Jesus and can find ways to connect 

again with young families.  

 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. We pray this week for St Mark’s, for Nick and all those who 

lead and support our church.  We also pray for local doctors and nurses and all working with 

them in the community.   

This week please pray for the residents of Redhill Road & Oughtonhead Lane 

 

CHURCH DIARY 

Links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning. 

Saturday 14th May – 9am Church Spring Clean – see details below. 

Sunday 15th May – 10am All Age Worship in church led by Marie & Rachel.  

11.15am Communion service led by Rev Martha Inch, in church and livestreamed on 

Youtube. 

 



Monday 16th May - 3pm – Funeral in church.   

Wednesday 18th May – 9.15am Morning Prayer service in church.  

Thursday 19th May – 6.30pm GWNN in the hall. 

Friday 20th May – 9.30am Little Lions baby & toddler group. 

Sunday 22nd May – 8am Morning Prayer in church.  10am Communion service in church 

and livestreamed on Youtube.  Children’s activities in the hall. 

4pm – Travellers Group in the hall. 

HALL DIARY – these are the non-church groups hiring the hall this week. 

Monday 16th – 8.30am – 1.30pm Signing Group. 

Tuesday 17th - Jo Jingles 9.30am-12.30pm; Rainbows 5-6pm; Antenatal Yoga 7-9pm  

Wednesday 18th - Home Education Hub 11am-4.15pm. 

Thursday 19th - Childminders Group 9.30-11.30am; Dorothy Wells Violin Group 4-5.30pm. 

Sunday 22nd – 6.30-9pm Diocesan group. 

 

We are very grateful for the regular financial support which St Mark’s receives from its 

members, but if anyone would like to make an additional donation at any time they can 

easily do this via the orange Donate button on our website www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of the sermon given by Rev Jeni 

McQuaid on Sunday 8th May.  If anyone else would like to be sent a copy of Jeni’s sermon on 

Angels please let Maggie know. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

LENT APPEAL  This year our Lent Appeal was for the Red Cross, working in Ukraine and 

Afghanistan.  We are delighted that the amount raised so far is £1300, but this will increase 

once the gift aid has been calculated.  Thank you to everyone for your generosity, it is much 

appreciated.  We will announce the final total in due course. 

 

CHURCH SPRING CLEAN Saturday 14th May, 9am – 1pm. Do please come and join us, even if 

it’s just for an hour.  Many hands make light work!  Coffee & cake supplied… 

 

HITCHIN ECO DAY - On Saturday 14th May from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm, Hitchin Market Place 

will be full of stalls - 22 at the moment - with products, activities, initiatives etc. that help 

our town be more environmentally friendly and sustainable. All are welcome to come along 

and browse, buy, learn or get involved. 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 15 TO 21 MAY.  

http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/


 

Christian Aid Week 15th to 21st May - The national fund-raising event is this coming week 

and all churches are encouraged to support it in any way they can. Donation envelopes are 

available in each Hitchin church and you are invited to use these for your gift. If you prefer 

to give online, a special Hitchin page has been set up: 

Hitchin CA Group Christian Aid Week 2022 (give-star.com) 

And if you want to support Christian Aid with tea and cake, St Ippolytts Church is hosting a 

gathering between 2.00 and 4.00 pm on Sunday 15th at 1 Ash Drive, St Ippolytts SG4 7SJ. 

Further information from Helen Richardson (via husband John - 07505 426876 - as she is in 

Australia!)  

 

ADVANCE NOTICE – on Pentecost Sunday 5th June there will be a Joint Parish Service at St 

Mary’s at 11.15am. There will be a Communion Service at St Mark’s at 8am, but no 10am 

service. 

 

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE PARTY Sunday 5th June at Joy’s 

house.The fun starts at 2pm.  BBQ and Buffet, tea and coffee. £5 

for adults £2.50 for children. 

If you’re interested please sign the sheet at the back of church. 

 

MESSY ST MARK'S We are now able to resume running this at 

Oughton School but we need more volunteers. The session comprises a Bible story, a couple 

of songs followed by craft activities related to the story. We need people to run the craft 

activities. A planning session is held a few weeks before the event to pool ideas and for each 

person to choose an activity. There are a few people who don't attend but are happy to 

prepare things if there is a lot of cutting out etc needed. If you think you could help with this 

outreach from St Mark's to the local community please contact Helen Richardson 

helenwrich@btinternet.com  

 

ANOTHER DATE FOR YOUR DIARY our next Cake Stall in the Market Square is on Saturday 

18th June.  Contact Debbie or Maggie for details. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS & THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING will 

be held on Wednesday 25th May, 7pm in Church House.  All are welcome to attend. 

 

LOVELY NANNA MOMENTS  Hi, little Ava, 15 months old, has finally managed to grasp the 

word “ Nanna“ not without considerable coaching from me behind the scenes I hasten to 

tell you. For many weeks I have been indoctrinating her with the word “Nanna“, while 

reading her story books full of pictures of animals I have said “oh what noise does a Zebra 

make? what does a duck say? what do piggies say?“  “Yes, they say  Nanna  Nanna!! “and so 

on with every possible animal noise!!!! well it seems to have worked and so “Nanna“ is now 

a favourite word of hers  yippee. Last week her other Grannie, who was babysitting for the 

day, knocked on our door with Ava in her pram on the way to the swings down the road. 

The Husband answered the door to be met by a lovely curly haired smiling baby holding her 

little arms out saying “Nanna Nanna“  

https://giving.give-star.com/microsite/christian-aid/christian-aid-week/team/b828284e-2377-479b-aadd-27d7deb83b6a
mailto:helenwrich@btinternet.com


The husband then said “Oh darling Nanna is not here“ at which point the curly haired, 

smiling beautiful face apparently turned dramatically into a scene of epic tearful proportions 

of Oscar winning standards, upsetting both the Grannie and the Husband. The trip to the 

swings carried on and thankfully the little darling recovered very quickly. On my return 

home later I was told about this incident and I experienced a mixture of extreme sadness 

and immense pride that I appear to mean so much to this gorgeous little girl yet not being 

there for her had caused such distress.  Incidentally, for those who may be worrying that my 

Grandchild can only say “Nanna“ she now knows exactly what Zebras, Monkeys, Piggies and 

Ducks say and it’s now “Granddad“ !!!!! It’s a work in progress watch this space!!!! Nanna 

Joy xxx 

  

 

If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 

 

 


