
Sunday 22nd May 2022 

   Sixth Sunday of Easter 

1. Readings & prayers 

2. Church Diary 

3. Joint Parish Service - 5th June 

4. Grace’s Plant Stall on Sunday 

5. Foodbank Collection 

6. Thank you 

7. St Mark’s Jubilee Party – 5th June 

8. Messy St Mark’s 

9. Lent Appeal – thank you 

10. Annual Parochial Church Meeting - 25th May 

11. Christian Aid Week  

12. Church Cake Stall - 18th June 

13. Arthur the Audacious Robin & Spirited Starlings - Joy  

 

Readings for 22nd May 

Acts chapter 16 verses 9-15 

John chapter 14 verses 23-29 

 

Prayers - From Churches Together in Hitchin:- Christchurch ask for prayers in support of 

their Youth and Children’s worker who is taking up this full-time 

appointment at this time. 

Today our prayers are centred on work with young people and 

prayers are offered in support of all those in our Hitchin churches 

who are working with children and young people in our churches, 

especially those taking new initiatives to encourage them in faith. 

 

From St Mark’s Prayer Cycle:-. We pray this week for All Saints’ St Paul’s Walden, St 

Martin’s Preston and other village churches.  We also pray for Relate, Cruse bereavement 

care and local undertakers 

This week please pray for the residents of Wellingham Avenue, Bowyers Close & Castle 

Court. 

CHURCH DIARY 

Links for online services will be sent by email on Saturday morning. 

 

Thursday 19th May – 6.30pm GWNN in the hall. 

Friday 20th May – 9.30am Little Lions baby & toddler group in the hall. 

Sunday 22nd May – 8am Morning Prayer in church.   

10am Communion service in church led by Rev’d Elizabeth Bunker and livestreamed on 

Youtube.  Children’s activities in the hall. 

4pm Travellers group in the hall. 

Wednesday 25th May – 9.15am Morning Prayer service in church.  7.15pm Choir Practice. 

7pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting at Church House – see details below. 

Sunday 29th May – 8am Morning Prayer in church.  10am Communion service in church 

and livestreamed on Youtube.  Children’s activities in the hall. 



 

HALL DIARY – these are the non-church groups hiring the hall this week. 

Sunday 22nd – 6.30-9pm Diocesan group. 

Monday 23rd  – 8.30am – 1.30pm Signing Group. 

Tuesday 24th - Jo Jingles 9.30am-12.30pm; Rainbows 5-6pm; Antenatal Yoga 7-9pm  

Wednesday 25th - Home Education Hub 11am-4.15pm. 

Thursday 26th - Childminders Group 9.30-11.30am. 

 

We are very grateful for the regular financial support which St Mark’s receives from its 

members, but if anyone would like to make an additional donation at any time they can 

easily do this via the orange Donate button on our website www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

This week our friends without computers will receive a copy of a reflection given by John 

Richardson. 

 

CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

JOINT PARISH SERVICE: PLEASE NOTE – THERE WILL BE NO 10am SERVICE AT ST MARK’S 

on Pentecost Sunday 5th June.  There will be an 8am Communion Service here, and 

everyone is very welcome to go along to the Joint Parish Service at St Mary’s at 11.00am.  

 

GRACE’S PLANT STALL On Sunday I will be selling some vegetable 

plants to raise money for my World Challenge trip to Morocco with 

school in July. We will be doing some community work and exploring 

parts of Morocco.  

Last March (2021)  I had a target of £1500 to raise and I just have £300 

left to raise.  So if you want some big, little or stripey tomato plants, 

some cucumbers plants, courgettes or peppers, then I will be around 

at the end of the 10am service on Sunday.  We can also deliver plants 

if you can't get to church - just let my mum (Marie) know via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk  

 

FOODBANK COLLECTION – our collection box will be out this 

Sunday and next (29th) so please put your donations in.  Items 

most urgently needed are Longlife Juice; jam/marmalade; dried 

potatoes; coffee; dried milk and sponge puddings.  They are very 

grateful for our continued support. Thank you. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to the happy band of cleaners who came last Saturday and did a splendid 

job of Spring cleaning the church, it’s much appreciated. 

 

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE PARTY for St Mark’s - 

Sunday 5th June, 2pm at Joy’s.  Last day to sign up is 

Sunday 29th May! Please bring a chair and a bottle of 

something, and let’s hope for good weather so we can 

carry on into the evening! 

http://www.stmarks-hitchin.org.uk/
mailto:admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk


For more information contact Joy via admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

 

MESSY ST MARK'S We are now able to resume running this at Oughton School but we need 

more volunteers. The session comprises a Bible story, a couple of songs followed by craft 

activities related to the story. We need people to run the craft activities. A planning session 

is held a few weeks before the event to pool ideas and for each person to choose an activity. 

There are a few people who don't attend but are happy to prepare things if there is a lot of 

cutting out etc needed. If you think you could help with this outreach from St Mark's to the 

local community please contact Helen Richardson helenwrich@btinternet.com  

 

LENT APPEAL  This year our Lent Appeal was for the Red Cross, working in Ukraine and 

Afghanistan.  We are delighted that the amount raised so far is £1300, but this will increase 

once the gift aid has been calculated.  Thank you to everyone for your generosity, it is much 

appreciated.  We will announce the final total in due course. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS & THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING will 

be held on Wednesday 25th May, 7pm in Church House.  All are welcome to attend. 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 15 TO 21 MAY.  

 

The Week officially ended yesterday, Saturday 21st, but donations will continue to be 

welcome until the end of May, using the red envelopes which are at the back of church - 

give them to a church warden or to John Richardson - or the online donation Hitchin CA 

Group Christian Aid Week 2022 (give-star.com)  

Many thanks to all who have given so far - and if you intend to do so! 

 

ANOTHER DATE FOR YOUR DIARY our next Cake Stall in the Market Square is on Saturday 

18th June.  Get your mixing bowls ready…   Contact Debbie or Maggie for details. 

 

ARTHUR THE AUDACIOUS ROBIN AND SPIRITED STARLINGS Hello again yes Spring has 

sprung hasn’t it and avian activity has resumed at a pace here at Ninesprings Way. Arthur, 

the audacious Robin, has become bolder by the day so much so that if his food is not out on 

time on the bird table when he’s ready for it he becomes almost aggressive. He sits next to  

me about 6 inches away on the veranda seats and bobs his head up and down whilst staring 

me straight in the eye. I then have to replenish the food supply asap, suet and seeds and 

meal worms. Arthur then tucks in and even defends his position against the Pigeons until 

mailto:admin@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk
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he’s had his fill. Then it’s time for the crazy Starlings to descend into the garden in huge 

numbers rampaging and marauding across the grass pecking frantically and randomly in an 

effort to find a worm or gribbly of some kind. If one is successful they all decide to dash to 

the same spot expecting the same result tensions mount and hilarious antics ensue. They 

have no coordination whatsoever, incredibly clumsy, fall off the bird table, constantly 

squawk, generally create havoc, are very funny but in the sunlight have such beautiful 

colouring. These ridiculous birds give me immense enjoyment I do hope you’ve got them in 

your area. Joy xx 

 
If you would like to have a notice included please email 

notices@stmarks-hitchin.org.uk 

 

Please send notices by 7pm on the preceding Wednesday. 

 


